
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
A Joint Powers Authority

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
MEETING AGENDA

Thursday, March 18, 2021 — 1:30 p.m.

DUE TO THE CLOSURE OF MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS,
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY CALL IN TO LISTEN TO THE MEETING

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83772042963?pwd=NnNuYVFtUlovSk55WjFUZUZ0R01

mZz09
or call

1-669-900-6833 and enter webinar ID: 837 7204 2963#

**The meeting will open at 1:15pm to allow testing of the system.**

For those wishing to speak on an agenda item, please email john@sfvcog.org no
later than 11:00 a.m. on the day of the scheduled meeting with the item number you
wish to speak on and the phone number you will use when calling or the name you
will use when logging into the meeting. You should then call or log into the meeting
at least 10 minutes prior to its start time. Staff will unmute you and announce you
when it is your time to speak. You will have two (2) minutes to speak, unless that
time is adjusted by the Chair. If you do not have access to a computer please call
818-570-3408 to request public comment.

As an alternative to speaking during the meeting, you can email your comments to
the COG executive director at john@sfvcog.org no later than 11am on January
March 18, 2021 to ensure that staff has time to organize the emails prior to the
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beginning of the meeting. Comments will then be provided to the members when the
item is presented. Please include the Agenda Item in your correspondence.

You may also submit public comment by mail to:

SFVCOG
10945 Burbank Blvd

North Hollywood, CA 91601

Written public comment or requests to speak must be received no later than 11:00
a.m. on the day of the scheduled meeting. Please include the Agenda Item in your
correspondence.

All correspondence received shall become part of the official record.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chair: Councilmember Bob Blumenfield, 3rd District, City of Los Angeles

Supervisor Kathryn Barger, 5th Supervisorial District, County of Los Angeles
Councilmember Jess Talamantes, City of Burbank

Councilmember Paul Krekorian, 2nd District, City of Los Angeles
Councilmember Marsha McLean, City of Santa Clarita

STAFF
SFVCOG Fiscal Agent: Rachelle Anema, County of Los Angeles
SFVCOG Secretary: Los Angeles County Commission's Office

SFVCOG Executive Director: John Bwarie
Counsel: Shan Thever, Deputy County Counsel, County of Los Angeles

OPEN SESSION
1. CALL TO ORDER — Bob Blumenfield, Chair

2. ROLL CALL

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

REGULAR CALENDAR
At the discretion of the SFVCOG Committee Chair, all items appearing on this
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Agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be deliberated and may be
subject to action by the SFVCOG Transportation Committee.

4. CONSIDERATION OF SEPTEMBER 17, 2020 TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE MINUTES
Recommended Action: Approve Special Transportation Committee Meeting
minutes

5. CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST FOR FUNDING RESTORATION TO
THE SFV SUBREGION FROM 2012 TRANSFER
Recommended Action: Recommend to the SFVCOG Board of Directors to pursue
a $106.1 million restoration of funds to Metro’s SFV Subregion that was
transferred in 2012

6. CONSIDERATION OF SCAG’S POSITION ON $127 MILLION FOR LA
COUNTY FOR TRANSIT FROM CARES ACT ALLOCATION
Recommended Action: Discussion and possible action

7. METRO UPDATE ON MEASURE M PROJECTS
Recommended Action: Receive and File

8. FUTURE MEETINGS: AGENDA ITEMS
Recommended Action: Discuss potential agenda dates and items.

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS

10. PUBLIC COMMENTS

11. ADJOURNMENT

Notices:
Meetings of the San Fernando Valley Council of Governments are recorded. Minutes of
each meeting are available at http://sfvcog.org/ after the Board approves them. A person
with a disability may contact the San Fernando Valley Council of Governments before
the scheduled meeting to request receipt of an agenda in an alternative format or to
request disability-related accommodations, in order to participate in the public meeting,
requests will be met to the extent feasible. Email info@sfvcog.org for accommodation.
The entire agenda package and any meeting related writings or documents provided to a
majority of the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda package, unless
exempt from disclosure pursuant to California Law, are also available.

San Fernando Valley Council of Governments Transportation Committee Meeting
Agenda - Thursday, March 18, 2021

3



 

San Fernando Valley Council of Governments                             Transportation Committee Meeting 
     Minutes - Thursday, September 17, 2020 

1 

 
 
 
 

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS  
A Joint Powers Authority  

 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  

MEETING MINUTES  
 

Thursday, September 17, 2020 — 1:30 p.m.  
 

DUE TO THE CLOSURE OF MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS, 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY CALL IN TO LISTEN TO THE MEETING 

 
Please click the link below to join the webinar:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671015511 
or call 

1-669-900-6833 and enter webinar ID:896 7101 5511 
 

**The meeting will open at 1:15pm to allow testing of the system.** 
You may submit public comment by email to john@sfvcog.org or by mail to: 

 
SFVCOG 

10945 Burbank Blvd. 
North Hollywood, CA 91601 

 
Written public comment or documentation must be submitted no later than 5:00 
p.m. the day before the scheduled meeting and will  be provided to all members. 

Please include the Agenda Item in your correspondence. 
 

Correspondence received shall become part of the official record. 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671015511


 

San Fernando Valley Council of Governments                             Transportation Committee Meeting 
     Minutes - Thursday, September 17, 2020 

2 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS   
Chair: Councilmember Bob Blumenfield, 3rd District, City of Los Angeles 

Supervisor Kathryn Barger, 5th Supervisorial District, County of Los Angeles  
Councilmember Jess Talamantes, City of Burbank 

Councilmember Paul Krekorian, 2nd District, City of Los Angeles 
Councilmember Marsha McLean, City of Santa Clarita 

STAFF  
SFVCOG Fiscal Agent: Rachelle Anema, County of Los Angeles  
SFVCOG Secretary: Los Angeles County Commission's Office  

SFVCOG Executive Director: John Bwarie 
Counsel: Shan Thever, Deputy County Counsel, County of Los Angeles 

 
OPEN SESSION  

1. CALL TO ORDER — Bob Blumenfield, Chair  
 

The meeting was called to order by John Popoch, alternate to Chair 
Councilmember Bob Blumenfield, at 1:33 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Marsha McLean left the meeting at 2:00 p.m. 

 
2. ROLL CALL  

 
QUORUM ESTABLISHED (5 Members):  
 
John Popoch for Councilmember Bob Blumenfield,  
Jarrod DeGonia for Supervisor Kathryn Barger,  
Councilmember Jess Talamantes,  
Sahag Yedalian for Councilmember Paul Krekorian, 
Councilmember Marsha McLean 
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
The Pledge was led by Councilmember Marsha McLean. 
 
REGULAR CALENDAR  
At the discretion of the SFVCOG Committee Chair, all items appearing on this 
Agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be deliberated and may 
be subject to action by the SFVCOG Transportation Committee.  

 



 

San Fernando Valley Council of Governments                             Transportation Committee Meeting 
     Minutes - Thursday, September 17, 2020 

3 

4. CONSIDERATION OF JULY 7, 2020 SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE MINUTES  
Recommended Action: Approve Special Transportation Committee Meeting 
minutes 

 
On motion of Councilmember Jess Telamantes, seconded by Jarrod 
DeGonia, duly carried by the following vote, the San Fernando Valley 
Council of Governments (SFVCOG) Transportation Committee 
approved the July 7, 2020 Special Transportation Committee Meeting 
Minutes. 
 
Ayes:  John Popoch for Councilmember Bob Blumenfield, 

Jarrod DeGonia for Supervisor Kathryn Barger,  
Councilmember Jess Talamantes,  
Councilmember Marsha McLean 

 
 

5. CONSIDERATION OF 2021 TRANSPORTATION PRIORITY LIST 
Recommended Action: Discussion and possible recommendation to the board 

 
Executive Director John Bwarie provided an overview of the 2021 
Transportation Priority List and reported the following: 
 

• Main improvements included technical updates, minor additions 
were made; and 

• Noted that item number six is a new addition to the priority list. 
 

Councilmember Marsha McLean made a spelling revision. After brief 
discussion, Jarrod DeGonia raised concerns with the addition of item 
number six. 
 
On motion of Councilmember Marsha McLean, seconded by 
Councilmember Jess Telamantes, duly carried by the following vote, 
the San Fernando Valley Council of Governments (SFVCOG) 
Transportation Committee approved the 2021 Transportation Priority 
List to go to the Board. 
 
Ayes:  John Popoch for Councilmember Bob Blumenfield, 

Councilmember Jess Talamantes,  
Councilmember Marsha McLean 
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6. ANTELOPE VALLEY LINE CAPITAL & SERVICE IMPROVEMENTS 
PROGRAM 
Recommended Action: Discussion and possible recommendation to the board 

 
Brian Balderama provided a PowerPoint presentation and reported 
the following: 
 

• The Antelope Valley Capacity and Service Improvement 
Program updates included the completion of the feasibility 
study; now in the environmental clearance phase; 

• Fully funded for four separate capital improvement projects 
which will double the amount of trains and increase overall 
ridership; and 

• Have internally assigned a project manager. Next steps include a 
stakeholder meeting taking place on September 23, 2020, with 
additional scoping meetings scheduled in October. 
 

John Popoch asked that updates be provided in regard to the 
stakeholder engagement process. 
 
On motion of John Popoch, and by Common Consent, there being no 
objection, this item was received and filed. 

 
7. NEXTGEN BUS PLAN 

Recommended Action: Discussion and possible recommendation to the board 
 
Israel Marin, Metro, provided a PowerPoint presentation and reported 
the following: 
 

• Overviewed the NextGen Bus Plan and stated the main goal is to 
reconnect riders to their destination of choice; 

• As part of Transit First, want to re-invest in corridors and focus 
on speeding up service and frequency. Studies found that there 
is extensive travel mid-day; 

• Completed public hearings and stakeholder engagement process 
last month. Received extensive feedback; 

• East Glendale and Porter Ranch are two areas that have been 
chosen for a micro transit pilot program. This would entail 
Metro-operated vehicles that would transport approximately 
seven to ten individuals. This pilot will be coming onboard in 
mid-2021; 

• Completed service counsel meetings where members voted on 
finalizing the draft Plan, approved with minor modifications. 
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Next steps are to take the draft Plan to the full Metro Board for 
approval. 

 
After discussion, the Transportation Committee agreed to draft a letter 
of support of the NextGen Bus Plan to be submitted for approval of the 
full San Fernando Valley Council of Governments. Upon which, the 
approved letter of support will be sent to the Metro Board. 

 
On motion of John Popoch, and by Common Consent, there being no 
objection, this item was received and filed. 

 
8. METRO UPDATE ON MEASURE M PROJECTS 

Recommended Action: Receive and File 
 
Karen Swift, Senior Manager, Metro, presented a PowerPoint 
presentation and reported the following: 
 

• The feasibility study of the Sepulveda Transit Corridor is 
complete. Have since worked on three different procurement 
processes. Last month, awarded a contract for an environmental 
consultant; 

• At the final stage of the environmental process of the East San 
Fernando Valley Light Rail. Provided an overview of 
overlapping equity focused communities; 

• Working with the Los Angeles Unified School District on an 
Open House Platform, done in both English and Spanish, and 
will be shared with schools along the corridor. This is in addition 
to flyers, door-to-door visits and a video to inform the public 
about the Light Rail during the public review period in October; 
and 

• Provided a list of dates of upcoming presentations. 
 

Tito Corona, Metro, reported the following: 
 

• Launched the first electric bus on the G-line (Orange line) in late 
July, with four buses now in circulation. These buses will be 
increased throughout the year. Improvements and additions are 
also being made to the rail line gates; 

• A survey in both English and Spanish has been dispersed to 
assess community feedback as well as tutorial videos. Receiving 
input through September 25, 2020; 

• Stakeholder meetings are underway for the North Hollywood 
and Pasadena Project and the draft environmental report will be 
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issued in late October where it will be taken up with the Board. 
The Project is still on schedule for opening in 2024; and 

• Metro is hosting Community Conversations, a stakeholder 
engagement venture meant to connect community members with 
their own communities. This has been done in Little Tokyo and 
South Los Angeles; the valley is upcoming on Wednesday, 
September 30, 2020 at noon, registration is encouraged. 

 
In response to questions posed, Ms. Swift informed that funding for 
these projects is finite. Noted that safety gates increased safety across 
the Orange line Corridor and increased overall speed. 
 
On motion of John Popoch, and by Common Consent, there being no 
objection, this item was received and filed. 
 

9. FUTURE MEETINGS: AGENDA ITEMS 
Recommended Action: Discuss potential agenda dates and items. 

 
Executive Director John Bwarie introduced this item. 
 
After discussion, it was decided to bring an in-depth presentation of the 
East San Fernando Valley Light Rail to the full Board. 

 
10. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
No announcements were made. 
 

11. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
Member of the public Jonathan Weiss addressed the San Fernando 
Valley Council of Governments (SFVCOG). 

 
12. ADJOURNMENT  
 

The meeting was adjourned at 3: 18 p.m. 

Notices: 
Meetings of the San Fernando Valley Council of Governments are recorded. Minutes of 
each meeting are available at http://sfvcog.org/ after the Board approves them. A person 
with a disability may contact the San Fernando Valley Council of Governments before 
the scheduled meeting to request receipt of an agenda in an alternative format or to 
request disability-related accommodations, in order to participate in the public meeting, 
requests will be met to the extent feasible. Email info@sfvcog.org for accommodation. 
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The entire agenda package and any meeting related writings or documents provided to a 
majority of the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda package, unless 
exempt from disclosure pursuant to California Law, are also available. 



DATE:  March 15, 2021 
 
TO: SFVCOG Board of Directors  
 
FROM: John Bwarie, Executive Director  
 
RE: ​Request for Funding Restoration to the SFV Subregion from 2012 Transfer 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Recommend to the SFVCOG Board of Directors to pursue a $71 million restoration of funds to 
Metro’s SFV Subregion that was transferred in 2012 
 
BACKGROUND  
In 2012, the Metro Board sought to close a funding gap in the I-5 South project and approved the 
transferred $71 million from the I-5 North to partially accomplish this. At the time, Metro staff 
indicated that this transfer “does not trigger the need for reprograming” because it is it the same 
corridor (I-5). 
 
This transfer has recently been highlighted with the need for funds to fill a similarly sized gap in the 
I-5 North Project that is being filled with alternative funds, loans, and other creative solutions. With 
the issue surfacing again, the SFVCOG has the ability to request that Metro return funds in the amount 
transferred away, should the Board determine they wish to pursue such an action. 
 
 
CURRENT POSITIONS 
No position exists on this specific action. 

Attachments: a. Original Motion from 2012 (item 73 that was adopted), and b. Follow-up Action Staff 
Report from April 2013 

Board Report - ULART Revitalization Plan         Page 1 of 1 
 



July 19, 2012 
... ExecutilJeManagementCommittee 
Item #73 

MOTION 
Chairman Antonovich 

Reprogramming of Proposition 1 B Project Savings 

73 

California State Proposition IB, approved by the voters in 2006, provided 
billions of dollars for transportation projects statewide. Los Angeles County 
united to fight hard for its fair share of these funds; within the County, our 
subregions supported Proposition IB and Los Angeles County's fair share 
with the understanding that these subregions would also receive a fair share 
of equity allocated to the County. 

As a result of the economic downturn experienced since the passage of 
Proposition IB, MfA is receiving construction bids for Proposition IB-
funded projects lower than both cost estimates and the Proposition IB 
funding allocation, creating project cost savings that total $280 million for 
the Corridor Mobility Improvement Account funded projects and potentially 
another $120 million or more for the Trade Corridor Improvement Fund 
funded Alameda Corridor-East San Gabriel Trench project. 

The California Transportation Commission (CTC) will reprogram these 
project cost savings to the State Highway Operation and Protection Program 
(SHOPP); however, CTC policy does not require these funds to be 
reprogrammed to projects from the original county of allocation. 
Consequently, Los Angeles County potentially could lose over $400 million 
in project cost savings, which would reduce the County's equity share of 
Proposition 1B funds. 

Furthermore, the reallocation of project cost savings will severely impact the 
equity gained by County. subregions, particularly the San Gabriel Valley, 
which could lose over $259 million in Proposition 1B funds ($139 million 
for the 1-10 HOV lanes; $120 million or more for the San Gabriel Trench). 
Burbank and its subregion could lose $76 million in cost savings from the 
Interstate 5 project. The City of Los Angeles could lose $65 million in cost 
savings from its Interstate 405 project as well. 



As a fIrst priority, Proposition IB cost savings from Los Angeles County 
projects must stay within the County, and the MTA Board must advocate for 
such a policy to be adopted by or guide the CTC decisions on reallocating 
this funds. 

Should the County be successful in keeping these funds-in whole or in 
part-allocated within the County, it is also vital that the MT A Board fmd 
ways to maintain equity for the San Gabriel Valley, ArroyoNerdugo and 
Los Angeles City subregions that could lose $259 million, $76 million, and 
$65 million-respectively. 

I THEREFORE MOVE that the MTA Board: 

1. Adopts a legislative position to support the maintenance of equity for 
Los Angeles County by reprogramming Proposition IB project cost 
savings realized from Los Angeles County projects back into County 
projects; 

2. Directs the CEO to communicate this position to the California 
Transportation Commission, along with an offIcial request for the 
Commission to revise its allocation policy accordingly; 

3. Adopts a policy requiring the CEO to present to the Board for 
consideration as a fIrst priority proposals to maintain equity for 
subregions that lose Proposition IB project cost savings to another 
subregion within Los Angeles County prior to any reallocation of 
Proposition IB funds. 




















